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International Symposium for the Commemoration of Mei 
Wending and the Chinese Third Annual Meeting on the 
History of Mathematics 
By Liu Dun 
Institute for the History of Natural Science, Academia Sinica, Beijing 100005, China 
The symposium, celebrating the 350th anniversary of the birth of Mei Wending 
(1632-1721), was jointly organized by the Chinese Mathematical Society and the 
Chinese Society of History of Science and Technology, in collaboration with the 
University of Science and Technology of China and the Xuanzhou City Govern- 
ment. It was held successively in Hefei and Xuanzhou (Mei’s hometown), No- 
vember 1 to 5, 1988. The chairmen of the Academic Committee were Wu Wenjun, 
Yan Dunjie, and Gu Chaohao; the secretary-general was Du Shiran. 
The meetings were attended by 120 participants, including some foreign 
scholars. Altogether 88 papers were read and discussed in three sections, which 
were devoted, respectively, to the Commemoration of Mei Wending, to the His- 
tory of Chinese Mathematics, and to the History of World Mathematics. 
The following lectures were presented in the plenary meeting: 
1. WV WENJUN (Institute of System Science, Beijing): Mei Wending and the 
Nature of Chinese Classical Mathematics 
2. YAN DUNJIE (Institute of History of Natural Science, Beijing): On Mei 
Wending 
3. LIANG ZONGJU (Liaoning Normal University, Dalian): On the Origin of the 
Word ‘ ‘Algebra’ ’ 
4. ZHANG DIANZHOU (East China Normal University, Shanghai): History of 
Mathematics and Mathematical Education 
5. LI WENLIN (Institute of Mathematics, Beijing): The Mathematical Work of 
Isaac Newton 
6. YOSHIMASA MICHIWAKI (Johbu University, Tan-Gun): Mei Wending’s 
Mathematical Thought and Wasan’s Special Line of Thinking 
7. SUN XIAOLI (Beijing University, Beijing): The Social Function of the His- 
tory of Mathematics 
8. DENG ZONGQI (Central China Normal University, Wuhan): Mei Wending 
and Modern Chinese Mathematics 
9. LI DI (Inner-Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot): Xie Chawei-A Math- 
ematician of the Song Dynasty 
10. KAZUO SHIMODAIRA (Kokushikan University, Tokyo): Mathematical Text- 
books in the Early Edo Period 
11. BAI SHANGSHU (Beijing Normal University, Beijing): Some Clues about the 
MS Travel’s Tale to Xuancheng 
12. DU SHIRAN (Institute of History of Science, Beijing): Mei Wending and the 
Thoughts of Real Learning in the Ming and Qing Dynasties 
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13. LAM LAY YONG (National University of Singapore, Singapore): A Chinese 
Genesis-Rewriting the History of Numeral Systems 
14. GONG SHENG (University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei): On 
the Commemoration of Mei Wending and Chinese Mathematical Abil- 
ity 
15. Hu BINGSHENG (Anhui Normal University, Wuhu): Mei Wending and the 
Mathematicians of the Qing Dynasty 
16. MEI RONGZHAO (Institute of History of Science, Beijing): An Introduction 
to Some Members of the Mei Family Living Abroad 
17. SHGERU JOCHI (Beijing Normal University, Beijing): Mei Wending’s View 
of the History of Mathematics 
18. LIU DUN (Institute of History of Science, Beijing): On Mei Wending’s 
Poems 
19. LIU JIEMIN (Beijing Normal University, Beijing): Some New Materials 
about Mei Wending’s Chou Suan 
20. WV YUBIN (Yangzhou Teacher’s College, Yangzhou): Mei Wending’s In- 
fluence on Mathematics of the Qing Dynasty 
21. XIA ZICHAO (Xuanzhou City Government, Xuanzhou): On the 355th Anni- 
versary of the Birth of Mei Wending 
